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were every day introduced, his ear had been somewhat
accustomed to the inflections and variations of the Latin
tongue, he began to attempt to speak like his father, and
was in a short time drawn on, by imperceptible degrees, to
speak Latin, intermixed with other languages.

Thus, when he was but four years old, he spoke every
day French to his mother, Latin to his father, and high
Dutch to the maid, without any perplexity to himself, or
any confusion of one language with another.

P. 377, He is no stranger to biblical criticism.

Havirignow gained such a degree of skill in the Hebrew
language, as to be able to compose in it, both in prose and
verse, he was extremely desirous of reading the rabbins;
and having borrowed of the neighbouring clergy, and the
jews of Schwabach, all the books which" they could supply
him, he prevailed on his father to buy him the great rab-
binical Bible, published at Amsterdam, in four tomes, folio,'
1728, and read it with that accuracy and attention which
appears, by the account of it written by him to his favourite
ML le Maitre, inserted in the beginning of the twenty-sixth
volume of the Biblioth6que germanique.

These writers were read by him, as other young persons
peruse romances or novels/ only from a puerile desire of
amusement; for he had so little veneration for them, even
while he studied them with most eagerness,'that he often
diverted his parents with recounting their fables and
chimeras.

P. 381. In his twelfth year he applied more particularly
to the study of the fathers.

His father being somewhat uneasy to observe so much
time spent by him on rabbinical trifles, thought it neces-
sary now to recall him to the study of the Greek language,
which he had of late neglected, but to which he returned
with so much ardour, that, in a short time, he was able to
read Greek with the same facility as French or Latin.

He then engaged in the perusal of the Greek fathers,
and councils of the first three or four centuries; and un-
dertook, at his.father's desire, to confute a treatise of
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